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Persepolis Background and Study Guide
Use the school library resources (Gale or Galileo) or one of the following websites to answer the questions below. Absolutely NO WIKIPEDIA!
BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/

Central Michigan U: http://www.chsbs.cmich.edu/fattah/courses/islampolitics/threereligions.htm

PBS: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/themes/religion/index.html

Major religions of the Middle East (The 3 Abrahamic Faiths)
	
	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Approx. time founded
	
	
	

	Major people

	
	
	

	Important books or documents


	
	
	

	Brief summary of beliefs


	
	
	

	Name for a place of worship and religious leaders
	
	
	

	Major branches or forms

	
	
	


Five pillars of Islam

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

What are the two meanings of jihad?

1.

2.

Where is Mecca located?

Define the following:

Sharia

hijab

Ramadan
[image: image1.emf]   

   


Eid al-Fitr

Persepolis
Zoroastrianism

Savak 

Satrapi Family 

Marjane – author and narrator, b. 1969, aged 9 to 14 during the novel.

Ebi – Marjane’s father, supports overthrow of the Shah, skeptical of Islamic republic, 

believes in social classes.

Taji – Marjane’s mother

Fereydoon – Marjane’s paternal grandfather’s brother, declared an independent republic 
in Azerbaijan Province, jailed and executed by the Shah’s men.
Anoosh – Marjane’s father’s brother, goes to help Uncle Fereydoon, ends up hiding in 

Russia, tries to return and is imprisoned for 9 years, released, imprisoned again 

and executed.

Marjane’s maternal great-grandfather – Emperor, overthrown by the Shah Reza Khan in 
the 1920’s.

Marjane’s maternal grandfather – named prime minister under Reza Khan, became a 
communist, and was sent to prison.

Iranian history

550 BC Start of the First Persian Empire

330 BC Alexander the Great conquers Persian Empire (he dies in 323 BC)

224-651 AD - Sassanid dynasty rules Persian Empire; Zoroastrianism is the dominant religion.

636 - Arab invasion brings end of Sassanid dynasty and start of Islamic rule. 

9th century - Emergence of modern Persian language (or Farsi), written using a form of Arabic script. 

9th-13th century - rise of Seljuk Turk dynasties 

1220 - Invasion by Mongol forces of Genghis Khan. 

1501 - Shah Ismail I becomes first ruler of Islamic Safavid dynasty; Shi'i Islam declared state religion. 

1736 - Nadir Shah becomes monarch; end of Safavid dynasty. 

1907 - Introduction of constitution which limits the absolutist powers of rulers. 

1925 December - Parliament votes to make Reza Khan ruler. 

1935 - Formerly known as Persia, Iran is adopted as the country's official name. 

1941 - The Shah's pro-Axis allegiance in World War II leads to the Anglo-Russian occupation of Iran and the deposition of the Shah in favor of his son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.

1951 April - Parliament nationalizes the oil industry. British, who controlled much of oil industry, retaliate with an embargo and a blockade, halting oil exports and hitting the economy. A power struggle between the Shah and Prime Minister Mossadeq ensues and the Shah flees the country in August 1953. 

1953 August - Mossadeq is overthrown in a coup engineered by the British and American intelligence services. General Fazlollah Zahedi is proclaimed as prime minister and the Shah returns. 

1963 January - The Shah tries to modernize and westernize the country. During the late 1960's the Shah became increasingly dependent on the secret police (SAVAK) in controlling those opposition movements critical of his reforms. 

1978 September - The Shah's authoritarian rule leads to riots, strikes and mass demonstrations. Martial law is imposed. 
1979 January - As the political situation deteriorates, the Shah and his family are forced into exile. 

1979 November - Islamic militants take 52 Americans hostage inside the US embassy in Tehran. They demand the extradition of the Shah, in the US at the time for medical treatment, to face trial in Iran. 

1979 February - The Islamic fundamentalist, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, returns to Iran following 14 years of exile in Iraq and France for opposing the regime. 

1979  April - The Islamic Republic of Iran is proclaimed following a referendum. 

1980 January - Abolhasan Bani-Sadr is elected the first President of the Islamic Republic. His government begins work on a major nationalization program. 

1980 September - Start of Iran-Iraq war which lasts for eight years. 

1981 January - The American hostages are released ending 444 days in captivity. 

1985 - After the US and Soviet Union halted arms supplies, the US attempted to win the release of hostages in Lebanon by offering secret arms deals, this would later become known as the Iran-Contra affair. 

1988 July - Iran accepts a ceasefire agreement with Iraq following negotiations in Geneva under the aegis of the UN.  

Adapted from: BBC News Middle East Iran Profile, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14542438

Vocabulary

avant-garde – 

perpetrated – 

putsch – 

communist –

proletariat –

Bolsheviks –

Marx –

rheumatism –

martyr –

effigy – 
euphoria – 

nationalism – 

revolutionaries – 

chador – 

coup d’état – 

secular –
fatalism –
circumspect –

veritable –

bureaucrats –

Questions
Introduction

1. According to the introduction, what stereotypical image is Satrapi trying to dispel?

2. What are Satrapi’s two motives for writing Persepolis? 

“The Veil” Chapter One

1. What does the veil seem to symbolize to Satrapi and other women?

2. Describe the symbolism and conflict represented in the picture on the top left of page 6.

3. Look at the picture at the bottom of page 9. What three  attributes of God does Marji wish to embody as a prophet?

“The Bicycle” Chapter Two

1. What metaphor does the author use on page 11 to portray the Persian people during      

     2500 years of tyranny and submission?

2. Respond to the picture on page 15.

3. What is significant about the people Marjane pretends to be?

 “The Water Cell” Chapter Three

1. According to Marji, how was a king chosen? What was her rationale? What is her

    father’s reaction? Why?

2. Comment on the image at the bottom of page 22. What change does it reflect?

3. What do we learn about Marjane’s grandfather? How might this influence her parent’s views of the Shah?

“Persepolis” Chapter Four

1. What are the strengths and limitations of using the graphic cartoon to tell the story?

2. How is the image of the Shah on the bottom of page 27 both symbolic and ironic?

3. Ironically, what happens when a second dead man is carried out on a stretcher during 

    a demonstration? What happens next that surprises Marji and amuses her family?

    What do the widow’s actions show about the Persian people?

“The Letter” Chapter Five

1. Is Marji’s father justified in telling Hoissein the truth about Mehri? What does this reveal about her father’s beliefs?

2. What happened on Black Friday?  Why?  What painful lesson did Marji learn?

 “The Party” Chapter Six

1. What story did Marji’s neighbor make up about the spot on her cheek? What did this

     reflect about Iranian people?

2. On page 43, Ebi says “As long as there is oil in the Middle East we will never have peace.” Do you agree? How does history or current events reinforce this?

3. What does the bottom left picture on page 43 seem to suggest?

4.  Why does Ramin believe his father is not a murderer? How does his comment reflect 

     the attitude of other children?

“The Heroes” Chapter Seven

1. What lessons does Marji learn about “truth”?

2. Comment on the images on page 51. What is Marji’s response to what she hears?

3. What is Marji’s definition of a hero?
4. How does Marji react to learning about torture?

“Moscow” Chapter Eight

1. What is Uncle Anoosh’s story?
2. What is Uncle Fereydoon’s story?

 “The Sheep” Chapter Nine

1. What is the significance of the title? How does it help to characterize the people of Iran?

2. How does Sartrapi carry the symbolism through this chapter?

3. What mood and theme is conveyed through the art on pages 70 and 71?
“The Trip” Chapter Ten

1. How did the new Islamic republic impact the educational system?

2. How have things changed for women during the Islamic Revoluation?

3. How did the Fundamentalist woman and man differ from the modern woman and man?

What were considered to be clear symbols of the West?

4. Discuss the scene on page 77.

“The F-14’s” Chapter Eleven

1. How does Marji reflect the common stereotypical thinking of other Iranians? How does Marji’s dad cut through her propaganda-induced thinking?

2. What is the nature of the war as reflected in the last frame on page 81?

“The Jewels” Chapter Twelve

1. What is one of the ramifications of the nation’s political conflict?

2. What upsets Mali at the grocery store? Can you think of a reason why she is especially offended by the incident?
 “The Key” Chapter Thirteen

1. What was the primary difference between the Iranian and Iraqi armies?

2. What might be the purpose of publishing Iran’s “martyrs”?

3. What problems do the parents see in the educational system? 
4. Why is Nasrine’s son given a gold key, but not Marji’s cousin?
5. Comment on the symbolism of the pictures on page 102.

6. What did the clothing of the 80’s suggest about how teenagers felt in that time period?

“The Wine” Chapter Fourteen

1. Where did people seek refuge? How did this environment also reflect the emotional state of the people/country?

2. How did the interior of their homes reflect the external changes that were occurring?

What two things did they need to protect themselves against?

3. Even though Mrs. Nassrine’s comments on page 106 bring humor, how are her actions also symbolic?

“The Cigarette” Chapter Fifteen

1. How would you describe the relationship between Marji and her mother? What language does Marji use to describe her mother and her tactics? 

2. What was Marji’s symbolic act of rebellion? Describe her interesting response.

3. In what ways has Marji become an adult?

“The Passport” Chapter Sixteen

1. What had become a bigger conflict than the war against Iraq? How does this manifest itself?

2. Give an example of irony on page 118.

3. How did the government delegate positions of power? Describe the encounter between Marji’s aunt and the Minister of Health.

“Kim Wilde” Chapter Seventeen

1. How does Marji’s reaction to the Kim Wilde poster reinforce an existing conflict? How does Marji’s attitude change?

2. How did Marji’s mother compare to other Iranian mothers? How does Marji’s relationship with her mother seem to reflect typical parent-child issues?

3. Analyze Marji’s behavior when she returns home. Is it typical of a teenager?
“The Shabbat” Chapter Eighteen

1. What did the sirens signify? What did Marji realize for the first time? What does this show?

2. How does the picture on the top of page 137 reflect the mood? Where does Marji’s only hope lie?

3. How does Marji’s mother attempt to protect her daughter? How does Marji discover the truth? What does the last frame on page 142 reflect?

“The Dowry” Chapter Ninteen

1. How did Marji’s life change after Neda’s death? What happened at school?

2. What did Satrapi learn about the government in her new school? How did she respond?

3. What prediction do you make for Marji and her family after she leaves?
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